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Create Valuable Connections with Link-building
Without links, there would be no web. And it would be much harder for prospects to find you. With 39 million web sites created just since the start of 2009 according to Netcraft (with many more web pages), quality link-building ensures you higher visibility and mindshare on the Internet, connecting you to the people and organizations that carry the weight of word-of-mouth marketing important to your industry. 

Here’s how you can elevate exposure and grow your business with link-building: 
Always be seen 
The more visible you are on the sites that matter most to your target market, the more your business will become ubiquitous and synonymous with the industry you serve. This is especially true when the industry’s “must-read” sites and blogs mention your web site. You should always strive to be included in industry-leading publications and online directories, and on any  links or resources web pages your best customers have. A JupiterResearch survey found that 61% of online consumers could be influenced in their purchases by resources such as user reviews, manufacturer websites and search engines.
From influential to exponential
When you post on sites that drive the thought of your industry, you increase the factor of your authority. You associate your company with critical content and key dialogues that shape your business world. Jump in and keep being counted. Through commenting on articles and blogs or participating in forums or conferences, you exert influence and brand your business as a company that cares about the direction of the industry. Leave your business “signature” with company and title as you post on these important sites.   
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Talking ‘bout my generation 
Your web site’s exposure in various online communities, association listings and blogs will drive more traffic, deepening your targets’ knowledge about you and building your brand. According to a Nielsen study, one in every 11 minutes of time spent online globally is accounted for by social network and blogging sites. Your presence in this realm generates momentum for turning a prospect into a customer and then developing a loyal relationship. Not only will you become more recognizable online, you’ll be more recognizable wherever your organization has a presence, including trade shows. Booth visits may spike as more prospects check out your site, perform due diligence and then begin a conversation.  
Arriving at the top  

The more "inbound" links there are that point to your site, the higher your business will place in search results. People will know they've come to the right place once they see your company repeatedly at the top of the results for queries related to your types of products and services, whether it’s for a new roof, deck or motorcycle, or financial or tax services. As your company becomes embedded into the online fabric of the industry, the links work as a “shout-out” to endorse you as a key player worthy of top search results.    
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It couldn’t be simpler
With the easy connectivity of the web, people are more apt to click the link to your company’s site than if they read about you in a newspaper or hear about you via broadcast. Clicking for more information is a simple, natural act when users are online. The posting of your web address is like leaving your footprints in the sand. Spreading your company’s name couldn't be easier.     
The power of specifics

The opportunity to direct people to your site shouldn’t solely focus on your landing page. Don't forget to link to deeper pages that serve specific purposes. Someone, somewhere needs this ‘boutique’ information. It’s also important to link from your own web pages to other areas of your site to keep the flow of traffic and showcase all your valuable content. 

For more information, email walt@waltdenny.com, or call 630-323-0555. 
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